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Feedback and Marking Guide
Aims

At The Vine Inter-Church School, we believe that pupils benefit from regular and comprehensive feedback on 
their learning in order to motivate them and to guide them by identifying areas of strength as well as areas for 
further development. This policy provides guidance for teachers and teaching assistants in feedback and marking 
in order to:

• Develop communication between teacher/teaching assistant and pupils
• Develop pupils as independent life-long learners
• Enable pupils to know how to take their ‘next step’
• Motivate pupils by encouraging and rewarding their effort and progress as well as providing a next step to 

move learning forward
• Provide teachers with feedback on how well pupils have understood their learning 
• Enable teachers to plan the next stage of teaching and learning
• Facilitate teachers in making judgements about attainment and progress.



Feedback and Marking Guide
Effective Marking and Feedback

All lessons must have a specific focus in order for effective feedback and marking to take place. At The Vine we
use a Can I question? Each specific focus should be taken from our Vine Curriculum.

Feedback and marking may take place between an adult and a pupil or between two pupils. Or from a pupil
reflecting on their own learning. Feedback usually targets a specific learning focus and the agreed success
criteria, although there are also ‘non-negotiables’ such as expected standards of presentation and the correct
spelling of Common Exception words/ statutory spelling lists. Feedback can be non-verbal, verbal or written.

a) Non-verbal feedback eg: include a smile or a thumbs up
b) Verbal feedback (VF) eg: a comment made in passing or may be in the form of a more in-depth

conversation about a specific aspect of learning (giving support eg a further clue or moving learning
forward eg Prove it? Explain it?) This type of feedback will be the most frequent seen in books. Where
possible, a teacher will write VF plus a word/example to indicate what the conversation was about.

c) Written feedback is also known as marking. The younger the pupil the more important it is for marking to
take place alongside them so they fully understand their successes and their next steps in learning. All
pupils must be given regular opportunities to respond to feedback and marking, pupils should initial
feedback to show that they have read it.



Marking Expectations

Mathematics and English
All Mathematics and English learning will be marked daily. A teacher or TA will aim to
check in with each pupil during a session (VF). Vulnerable groups are a priority and should
be checked in with first.
Incorrect spellings (up to 3) should be underlined and pupils expected to write correctly.

Other recorded curriculum areas (including RE, Science, Art, Humanities etc)
All learning will be marked. Within each blocked unit of learning pupils will receive a range
of marking, and will have the opportunity to self-assess and will peer-assess, where
appropriate.

PE, Music, Computing
Pupils must be given opportunities to self-assess and peer-assess as well as a title and review page 
completed for each unit and added to the class portfolio after a whole discussion has taken place.



Marking Code

All adults must use the agreed code (see next slide)
All adults will mark in a blue gel pen. Unless pupils have a pen licence, they will complete
their learning in pencil.
KS1 pupils will mark/edit in pencil however when working with an adult, pink pens can be
used.
KS2 pupils will use pink for self-marking/ assessment/ editing and green for peer
assessment.
KS2 pupils can apply to the headteacher by writing a letter explaining why they feel they
have earned a pen licence.
All pupils (unless they have a pen license) will write in a sharp pencil when completing their
learning.
After self-assessment and peer-assessment activities, teachers need to review the star and
target to make sure that it is appropriate.
If a pupil is absent or out of class (ie in an intervention) a note should be made in the
exercise book.



*Marking code applies to all subjects with exercise books.
*Title pages and Review pages are to be used in all subjects



Title and Review Pages



Philosophy behind our approach

❖ Dual Coding theory- learning can be maximised with the process of backing up what we say with a 
visual so that connections can be made. Supporting both the ability to retain information and 
boost understanding. https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wixEGpznyG8

❖ Cognitive load theory- our working memory has a limited capacity. By helping pupils to make vital 
connections within their learning, this will improve their learning outcomes- helping the brain 
to work smarter and sort/store information in a clearer way. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UpA6RdE0aYo

❖ Spaced practise theory-this theory links to the way we forget information (Ebbinghaus forgetting 
curve) on Day 1 of being taught something you recall 100% but by Day 21 you may only 
remember 10%. We need to build in regular opportunities for review so that more information 
can be retained long term. Spaced practise theory maximises the brains ability to recall 
information by offering regular practise opportunities. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ7HtVV2oo8

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=wixEGpznyG8
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UpA6RdE0aYo
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=qJ7HtVV2oo8


Philosophy behind our approach 

Our new curriculum focuses on progressive skills that build over time while building in revisiting and revision
(Ebbinghaus/ Spaced practice). This means that we will be able to move the pupils forward while also recapping
previous learning, so that new gaps are not allowed to form. Classroom practice is designed to support pre teaching,
post teaching, memory retention and meta cognition reflections, while still ensuring an international and
courageous advocacy angle is taken in sessions. Basic skills have been woven through each subject to ensure
rehearsal and application across a breadth of subjects.

When we designed our title and review pages we used the focus Education information to support us with this. 
Linking learning will help with long-term retention. A learning link is when we begin to connect and join our 
learning to previous experiences. 

Linking new learning to something you already know, have heard about or have experienced means that an existing 
neuron in the brain is firing along with the one about the new learning. 

Creating a stronger pathway in the brain and making it more likely that information will be retained. This means 
the knowledge is more likely to ‘stick’.

Linking new learning to previous learning also helps embed knowledge in long-term memory as we are returning 
to previous learning again and again. 



Introduce the title pages at the beginning of a unit and go through it with your class.

Title pages to include:

• Subject as title and unit eg Maths – Place Value
• Big Picture box
• Illustration box
• I can statements taken straight from Vine Curriculum for that unit of learning 
• What do I already know? Pupil to respond
• What connections can I make? Pupil to respond 
• What predictions can I make? Pupil to respond 

At the end of a unit a review page is filled out based on a discussion led by the teacher/TA: 

• The links I made to my learning 
• What learning was most important to me ?
• How am I going to fix the things I still don’t understand ?
• How am I going to store this information so that I don’t forget the learning?



Examples Year 1 



Examples Year 5 



Examples Year 6



Portfolios for Computing, Music and PE

A title page for each unit
and an end of unit review 
page needs to be completed
for Computing, Music &
PE (the subjects which
pupils don’t have an exercise
book in.) 
This is good evidence of 
what has been taught, the
key learning which has 
taken place, cross curricular 
learning links made and how
this learning will be stored 
so that it can be retrieved.



Portfolios for Computing, Music and PE



Portfolios for Computing, Music and PE



Portfolios for Computing, Music and PE



Portfolios for Computing, Music and PE


