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Handwriting Progression
Early Years Foundation Stage:
Letter formation in EYFS is printed:

ab cde ABCDE
fghtijk  FGHITK
Lmnop M N O
qrstu ORSTUY
VW X Y Z VWX Y 7

Key Stage 1:
Year1

By the end of Year 1, children will use pre-cursive handwriting.
Pre-cursive letter formatiomn:

r Aatu~vymw RS TE TV

X M Z W Xx Yy Zz




Year 2
By the end of year 2, children will use continuous cursive handwriting.
Continuous cursive letter formation:

abcdefghijRlmnopgrstuvwxiyz

Diagonaljoins: oo b ¢ d 2 £ g h i jklmnpaogstunxuiyzrz
Horizontal joins: o r ¥ W

Key Stage 2:
Years 3 & 4

In Years 3 & 4, children will build upon the skills they learnt in KS1 and, continue to develop
hei . ive. handwriti ith the aim of ing, 2
They will £ e ina the leaibili . and quality o their handwriting;
e Ensuring that letters are consistently sized and with equal word spacing
e Ensuwring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant

e Ensuwring that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and
descenders of letters do” not touch

Years 5 & 6

In Years 5 & 6, children will develop the legibility, and fluency of their cursive handwriting,
They will focus on:

e Improving the speed of handwriting to allow creative writing to take precedence over
the task of handwriting and he ahle to take quick notes at a faster pace

e Building stamina to have the strength and mohility to be able to- write for longer

e Choousing which shape of a letter to- use when given choices and deciding whether or
not to join specific letters

e Choousing the writing implement that is hest suited for a task

¢ Understanding what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task e.g.
quick notes or a final handwritten version

e Using different styles of handwriting for different purposes e.g. printed or capital



